180   EEPOBT OF COMMITTEE ON PROPOSED
If the duties were uniform, it is obvious that there need
be no restrictions whatever imposed upon the import or
export of goods between the respective Colonies, and no
motive for importing into one goods liable to duty, which
were destined for consumption in another; and it may
safely be calculated that each would receive the proportion
of revenue to which it would be justly entitled, or, at all
events, that there would be no departure from this to an
extent of any practical importance.
Hence it seems to us that a uniformity in the rate of
duties should be secured.
For this purpose we recommend that a uniform tariff
should be established by the authority of Parliament,1 but
that it should not take effect until twelve months had
elapsed from the promulgation in the several Colonies of
the proposed Act of Parliament. That interval would
afford time for making any financial arrangements which
the contemplated change might require in any of them;
and by adopting the existing Tariff of New South Wales
(with some modifications to adapt it to existing circum-
stances) as the General Tariff for Australia, we apprehend
that there would be no risk of imposing upon the inhabit-
ants of these Colonies a table of duties unsuited to their
actual wants. We should not however be prepared to
offer this recommendation unless we proposed at the same
time to provide for making any alteration in this general
tariff, which time and experience may dictate, and this we
think can only be done by creating some authority com-
petent to act for all those Colonies jointly.
For this purpose we propose that one of the Governors
of the Australian Colonies should always hold from Tour
Majesty a Commission constituting him the Governor-
General of Australia.2 We think that he should be autho-
1 Snch a tariff was proposed in the Bill of 1849, hut the provisions
regarding it were omitted in the following year.
a This proposal was afterwards adopted, but, without any other bond of
union between the Colonies, led to no results.